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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 

 
The Environmental Measurement Symposium, a combined meeting of the National 
Environmental Monitoring Conference (NEMC) and The NELAC Institute (TNI) was held 
August 10 – 16, 2008 in Washington DC, just blocks from the nation’s capitol. The 
conference was co-sponsored by the US Environmental Protection Agency, the Independent 
Laboratories Institute, and The NELAC Institute. 
 
A total of 469 people attended the 2008 Forum, which was a 9% increase in attendance over 
2007. The meeting included: 
 

• 19 technical breakout sessions with 100 presentations;  
• a 2-day poster program with 23 posters; 
• 4 keynote presentations; 
• 3 EPA general sessions with 13 presentations;  
• 13 TNI committee meetings;  
• an assessment forum;  
• a laboratory mentoring session;  
• an accreditation body forum;  
• a meeting of the Environmental Laboratory Advisory Board;  
• 5 training workshops; and   
• a 3-day exhibit program with 43 exhibitors and sponsors.   

 

Highlights of the week included the following keynote speakers: 

• Dr. Jorg Feldman from the University of Aberdeen who spoke on 
elemental speciation in environmental monitoring; 

• Dr. Heidelore Fielder from the UN Environmental Program who spoke on 
global monitoring of persistent organic pollutants; 

• Dr. J. Clarence Davies from Resources for the Future who spoke on EPA 
and nanotechnology; and 

• TNI’s own Bob Wyeth who spoke on moving forward on national 
accreditation. 
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